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COMMANDANT’SCOMMANDANT’SCOMMANDANT’S    

   COMMENTSCOMMENTSCOMMENTS    

M 
arines, 

Wow, what a great way to start off 

a month.  We had 36 Marines at 

our July 2nd meeting.  It is truly exciting to be 

a part of such a great organization as the Tar 

Heel Detachment of the Marine Corps 

League.  We had seven Marine guests.  They 

were Ed Nicholson, Toby Roberts, Daniel 

Spencer, Nicholas Spencer, Terry Smith, An-

drew Jones and Carlos Cid.  Toby Roberts 

requested to transfer back into our Detach-

ment and Carlos Cid was accepted as our 

newest member.  We also had Ed Nicholson’s 

wife, Wanda, as a guest.  We welcome both of 

these Marines and look forward to the others 

becoming members at our August meeting.  If 

you were not there then mark your calendars 

for the 1st Wednesday of the month and join 

your fellow Marines for an evening of Marine 

camaraderie.   
 

PLEASE NOTE –THE AUGUST MEETING 

WILL BE THE 2ND WEDNESDAY DUE TO 

NATIONAL CONVENTION THE 1ST 

WEEK.   
 

We are striving to make our meetings interest-

ing and concise.  We have committed to ad-

journ by 2030 hr.  The next months will have 

a lot of fun activities scheduled for both Ma-

rine and family, so be sure to check our an-

nouncements and plan to be a part.  We also 

have scheduled some very interesting guests 

for our future meetings. 
 

We had an installation ceremony for our new 

Jr. Vice Commandant, Bruce Goeden and our 

new Paymaster, Richard Patrick at our meet-

ing.  We welcome both of these Marines and 

are sure they will be a valuable asset to the 

leadership of your Detachment. 
 

We continue to have a number of Eagle Scout 

Court of Honors where we present the Good 

Citizenship Award.  The response from these 

scouting programs is a very positive reception 

for your Marine Corps League.  Thanks to all 

the Marines that devote their time to represent 

the Tar Heel Detachment.  Also, the next time 

you see Marine David Gardener thank him for 

the great work he does representing us with 

the scouts. 
 

Also, a fine job by Marine Sean Mercilliott 

for continuing to get the news media to pub-

lish our meetings and activities. 
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Over the next several months we will be pro-

moting our FUND RAISERS and we will need 

you to make them successful so we can meet 

our commitments  to the organizations we sup-

port.  Remember, it is Marines Helping Ma-

rines.  Our Young Marines continue to be rec-

ognized as an outstanding unit everywhere 

they go.  It is a huge compliment to them and 

the leaders who devote their time to set the bar 

high for other units to look up to.  If you can, 

make the effort to go to one of their meetings 

on Mondays from 1830 hr. and see for yourself 

and also to thank them. 
 

In the coming months we are going to set up 

platoon like units to be involved in the activi-

ties of our Detachment.  We would like to see 

everyone pick an activity that you would like 

to serve.  This way we all can make them more 

successful and no few have to do it all.  Al-

ways remember the Marine Spirit is that no 

unit is stronger than the weakest link and eve-

ryone must carry its weight. 
 

Though it is only July go ahead and mark your 

calendar and set aside Saturday, September 

27th to join with your fellow Marines and fami-

lies for our annual picnic at Lake Crabtree 

Park.  It will be a great time to bring families 

together. 
 

Check the announcements for all the activities 

upcoming.  Remember to go to our updated 

website www.tarheelmcl.org for our day to day 

activities and other important information 

about the Tar Heel Detachment.  Thanks to 

Richard Patrick for all the research to make 

available to you the history of your league.  

For it is with history that we make the future 

stronger. 
 

As we go about our daily activities remember 

to invite that Marine you meet to come visit 

our Detachment meeting and if you haven’t 

been in awhile – COME BACK – rekindle that 

Esprit de Corps.  We miss you and hope to see 

you again soon.  
 

In closing, it is truly an honor to be your Com-

mandant and as always there is no “I” in 

TEAM.  Any ideas or suggestions that you 

might have to make the Tar Heel Detachment 

stronger or ideas for a fund raiser will always 

be welcome. 
 

Semper Fidelis, John Dilday 

mailto:paymaster733@yahoo.com
http://www.tarheelmcl.org/
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ONE PERSON’S OPINION... 

Semper Fidelis 

What it means to be an Ameri-
can this Fourth of July 
By Van Hipp 

Published July 04, 2012, FoxNews.com 
 

I 
t’s time once again when we pause, step back and as-

sess who we are, what we have and how we got it. Up-

on some reflection, the answer seems clear-- we are 

Americans. We have freedom. We have it because we fought 

and died for it. 

In a speech at Hickam Air Force Base in 1984, President 

Ronald Reagan, praising the bravery and valor of the Ameri-

can fighting man, quoted an Admiral who had asked the 

question, “Where do we find such men?” Then President 

Reagan continued on, “We find them where we have always 

found them when we need them… on the main streets and 

the farms of America.”   

Today, the Fourth of July is often associated with fireworks, 

barbeques and family get-togethers. It’s also a time to reflect 

on what it means to be an American and the sacrifices made 

by those to secure the freedoms we have today. Fortunately 

for us, during America’s darkest hours, God has consistently 

blessed us with ordinary people who do extraordinary things, 

including making the ultimate sacrifice to secure and main-

tain our freedom. 

While July 4, 1776 officially marks the day that we declared 

our independence from British rule, our independence and 

yes, our very freedom, was far from secure.  

In fact, the infant republic was hanging on by a thread for 

several years thereafter. With our troops starving and freez-

ing to death, it really wasn’t until the Battle of Cowpens that 

things began to turn for the Americans. 

At the Battle of Cowpens, rugged backwoods settlers, in-

cluding many Scots-Irish, who had come to America seeking 

freedom, teamed up with General Daniel Morgan’s Conti-

nental regulars. The Americans turned the tide and defeated 

the British at Cowpens on January 17, 1781. Thus began the 

long retreat for British forces which culminated in Corn-

wallis’ surrender at the Battle of Yorktown later that year. 

The last British troops finally left America in 1783 and our 

freedom was finally secure, at least for a while. 

With the White House smoldering and other federal build-

ings, such as the Treasury Department in ashes, the young 

Republic was challenged once again in the War of 1812. 

Over 286,000 young men answered America’s call to duty in 

the War of 1812. Their finest hour came serving under Gen-

eral Andrew Jackson, who defeated the British while out-

numbered nearly 3 to 1, at the Battle of New Orleans. 

Perhaps the young nation’s greatest challenge came in 1861 

in the Civil War, which tore the country apart. Well over 

600,000 men died, while another 400,000 plus were wound-

ed. America was blessed to have extraordinary leadership at 

this time who understood the need to hold America to-

gether, no matter the cost. 

Over the years, America has also been blessed to have 

men and women who understood the need to ensure that 

America’s freedoms and liberties are enjoyed by all of 

our citizens. 

In the 20th century, the republic was once again chal-

lenged in conflicts including World War I, World War II, 

Korea and Vietnam. Literally millions of young Ameri-

cans, willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for their coun-

try and to preserve freedom, answered their nations’ call. 

Hundreds of thousands of young Americans made the 

ultimate sacrifice for freedom in the 20th century. 

With each military conflict, there have been remarkable 

stories of ordinary young Americans “rising to the occa-

sion” in demonstrating heroic acts and selfless service. 

For example, who can forget the men who served under 

General Jimmy Doolittle in Doolittle’s Raid on Tokyo? 

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, America 

needed a morale boost. Doolittle’s men took off in their B

-25s from the USS Hornet, knowing that they did not 

have enough fuel to return.  

And how about the heroics of the boys of Pointe du Hoc? 

Here at an imposing cliff-top location at Normandy be-

tween Utah Beach and Omaha Beach, the Germans had 

what seemed like an impenetrable location, with 155 MM 

guns pointing down on the Americans at the top of the 

cliff. The young American Rangers were given the task of 

taking out the German position at Pointe du Hoc on D-

Day. Over one half of the American force at Pointe du 

Hoc was either killed or wounded climbing the seemingly 

impossible cliff, but in the end the mission was accom-

plished and an entire continent was saved. 

As we entered the 21st century, America was presented 

with a new challenge to its freedoms and very way of 

life—the rise of Islamic terrorism. We saw the heroics of 

America’s first responders on 9/11 and once again, too, 

we saw literally thousands and thousands of young Amer-

icans volunteer to serve their country and be willing to 

make the ultimate sacrifice to preserve and maintain our 

freedoms.   

President Reagan was right, young Americans have al-

ways answered the call of their country and any and all 

challenges. From the ill-clothed, half frozen militia men 

at Valley Forge, to the brave Marines on the sands of Iwo 

Jima, to our military heroes in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 

verdict is in-- freedom is more important than life itself.  

Today, let us remember what we have, how we got it, and 

what it means to be an American. 
Van D. Hipp, Jr. is Chairman of American Defense International, Inc., a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based consulting firm specializing in government affairs, business 

development and public relations. He is the former Deputy Assistant Secretary 

of the U.S. Army and currently serves on Board of Directors of the American 
Conservative Union and The National Capitol Board of The Salvation Army. 

Follow him on Twitter @VanHipp. 

http://www.foxnews.com/archive/van-hipp
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.abmc.gov/memorials/memorials/ph.php/
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Paymaster’s Notes…. 

Richard Patrick 
marine@1791.com  

 

Chaplain’sCorner 

Jim Niver 

I 
n the British colonization of America religious, political 

and economic motives were closely interwoven:  Religious 

freedom and evangelism; In order to weaken the of power 

of Spain and later to hinder the Eastward expansion of France; 

Most importantly however, was the expansion and building of 

the empire.  

   Following the economic theory of mercantilism, the colonies 

existed primarily for the advancement of the home country, and 

the colonies' interests were generally held to be subordinate of 

the mother nation. In general the English colonies while subser-

vient to the home country, but the policy was not disastrous to 

the colonies. During the first half of the eighteenth century, 

England followed the policy of "Salutary Neglect". There were, 

never the less, still certain features and disadvantageous to the 

colonies and, under which, they clashed with England. Eco-

nomic friction grew to a climax and with a new policy under 

which England ends the policy of salutary neglect. Out of igno-

rance and misunderstanding the British administration passed 

law after law which goaded the colonists into action and fanned 

to a flame the long-smoldering resentment against the whole 

British colonial system. 

   That the colonies would never submit without a struggle was 

quickly evident. The result was the First Continental Congress 

which met in Philadelphia in 1774. By 1775 the American colo-

nies had reached the stage where they would no longer subordi-

nate their own interests to those of Great Britain, or the empire 

as a whole. The colonists felt they must protect their own inter-

ests. To enforce the acts of Parliament, England sent troops to 

Boston, some of whom were  subsequently were dispatched for 

the apparent purpose of destroying some munitions stored in 

Concord. In reality it was probably a demonstration to weaken 

the growing revolution. As the poem goes:  "'T’was the 18th of 

April in ' 75.", and It was the match which lit the fire which was 

to consume all the colonies. This trail of events eventually lead 

to The Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia on July 4th, 

1776. 

  The evidence in their belief of divine guidance which inspired 

and led these revolutionists can be seen in their writings, the 

structure of government, and buildings which they erected. The 

vestiges of which can be seen in the buildings in the capital 

today: 

   As you walk up the steps To the building which houses the 

U.S. Supreme Court you can see near the top of the building a 

row of the world's law givers and each one is facing one in the 

middle. Who is facing forward with a full frontal view ... It is 

Moses and he is holding the Ten Commandments!  As you en-

ter the Supreme Court courtroom, the two huge oak doors have 

the Ten Commandments engraved on each lower portion of 

each door.  As you sit inside the courtroom, you can see the 

wall, right above where  the Supreme Court Judges sit, is a dis-

play of the Ten Commandments  There are Bible verses etched 

in stone all over the Federal Buildings and Monuments in 

Washington , D.C..  James Madison, the fourth president, 

known as ' The Father of Our  Constitution'  made the following 

Upcoming MCL Events… 
 

Current Month  
Det Meeting     July 2 
Pistol Shoot     July 18 
210 Growl     July 26 
 

Future Events  
National Convention    Aug 3-8 
Det Meeting     Aug 13 
Det Meeting     Sept 3 
Det Annual Picnic    Sept 27 

Some of What I Know… 

W ell, since 2004, I’ve been Sergeant-at-Arms, Jr. Vice, Com-

mandant, Adjutant, and Judge Advocate. Now, somehow, 

I’ve been induced into being Web Sergeant and Paymaster.  I’m not 

really sure how this happened. I was just minding my business and 

then the Commandant twisted my arm (with the help of a couple of 

unnamed former commandants) and suddenly my retirement has 

ended.  But, that’s OK. I was getting too comfortable in my old age 

anyhow.  Now I can mess with people – like the two unnamed con-

spirators above.   

Seriously, doesn’t one of you want a job? If so, let me know and I’ll 

go back to sleep.   

Anyhow, here’s some of what I know.  The Monthly Shooting 

Group is having a lot of fun on the third Wednesday night of each 

month. We are having at least a dozen shooters and usually have 

several guests that have never shot before. It’s cheap, safe, and fun 

so I wonder why more marines aren’t showing up and bringing their 

grandkids or spouses. It’s a great way to train those that are unfamil-

iar with guns. Our Range Safety Officer is NRA certified and can 

help anyone learn or improve. Think About it. You don’t have to 

have a gun to participate. We all have bunches of them. 

The detachment website has been rebuilt from scratch with a recruit-

ing theme. Be sure to check it out and make any suggestions for 

improvement. Also, I encourage you to get non members to go there 

and find out what we do. There’s information on our fund raising, 

groups we support and events we participate in. And there are pic-

tures of everything – see if you can find yourself. If not, maybe you 

need to show up at more activities! On the “Links & Docs” page are 

some documents you might occasionally need, like the Tri-Fold 

Recruiting pamphlet or the Disbursement Receipt form you need if 

you buy something for the detachment and want to get paid back. 

We have made 60 oak Challenge Coin Displays for the Marines at 

the Wounded Warrior Battalion at Camp Lejeune.  John Staley will 

be delivering them the first week of July. If you want to go on the 

trip contact John. If you want to help with the displays contact me. 

 

That’s all I know for now. 

 

Richard Patrick 

Paymaster 

Web Sergeant 

Shooting Co-ordinator Chaplain  continued on page 6 
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T 
his month, as we celebrate our Nations Day 

of Independence, I looked through a few of 

our leader's speeches and found a few ex-

cerpts from a speech given by George W. Bush. Here 

are a few of his thoughts of our country and the brave  

warriors who fought to secure and uphold our free-

doms: 
 

"Every year on this date, we take special pride in the 

founding generation, the men and women who waged 

a desperate fight to overcome tyranny and live in free-

dom.  Those brave men and women were certain only 

of the cause they served:   the belief that freedom is 

the gift of God and the right of all mankind.  
 

Our United States military is meeting the threats of a 

new era. People in ever  branch of the service and 

thousands of Guard and reserve members called to 

active duty have carried out their missions with all the 

skill and the honor we expect of them. This nation is 

grateful to the men and women who wear our nation's 

uniform.  And on this 4th of July, we also remember 

the brave Americans we have lost. We honor each one 

for their courage and for their sacrifice. We think of 

the families who miss them so much. And we are 

thankful that this nation produces such fine men and 

women who are willing to defend us all. May God 

rest their souls.  
 

Our nation is still at war. The enemies of America plot 

against us. And many of our fellow citizens are still 

serving and sacrificing and facing danger in distant 

places. Many military families are separated. Our peo-

ple in uniform do not have easy duty, and much de-

pends on their success. Without America's active in-

volvement in the world, the ambitions of tyrants 

would go unopposed, and millions would live at the 

mercy of terrorists. With Americans' active involve-

ment in the world, tyrants learn to fear, and terrorists 

are on the run." 
 

I cherish the time with the 733 and always look for-

ward to the best "F-Words" a man can embrace: Food, 

Fun, Fellowship and Freedom!! 
 

Semper Fi Marines! 

 

statement:  'We have staked the whole of all our political Institu-

tions upon the capacity of mankind for Self-government, upon 

the     capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves, to con-

trol ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to The Ten Com-

mandments of God.' 

Every session of Congress begins with a prayer by a paid 

preacher, whose salary has been paid by the taxpayer since 

1777.  Fifty-two of the 55 founders of the Constitution were 

members of the established Orthodox churches in the colonies. 

Thomas Jefferson worried that the Courts would overstep their 

authority.  "Let’s put it around the world and let the world see 

and remember what this great country was built on The Holy 

Bible and belief in GOD!"  The mention of God is on many of 

the monuments and buildings: The Washington Monument; The 

Lincoln Memorial; and not to be forgotten our coins - In God 

We Trust.  

Therefore let us pray. 

 Supreme Commandant who has given us this good land for our 

heritage; we humbly beseech thee that we may always prove 

ourselves a people mindful of thy favor, and glad to do thy will. 

Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and 

pure manners.. Save us from violence, discord and confusion; 

from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our 

liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes 

brought hither out of many kindred’s and tongues. Endue with 

the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy name we entrust the 

authority of government, so that there may be justice and peace 

at home, and that, through the obedience of law, we may show 

forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of 

prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of 

trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail. Amen.   

Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s     
MessageMessageMessage   

Andrew BlizzardAndrew BlizzardAndrew Blizzard   

Chaplain  continued from page 5 
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Detachment Meeting 2 July 2014 
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Eagle Scout Awards  

Detachment Activities 

 

Fundraiser at 5 Below in Cary with 

Jr Vice Commandant Bruce 

Goeden shown and Commandant 

John Dilday taking the picture.  

Good outcome — for funds and re-

cruiting!   

Sr Vice Commandant Andrew Blizzard 

presents the Good Citizenship Award 

to Michael Brothers at his Eagle Scout 

Court of Honor in 14 June.    

June pistol shoot. 12 members and guests had a great time 

at the range.   

Commandant John Dilday, Marine Frank 

Mansfield, and Past Commandant John 

Staley present Good Citizenship Awards to 

Michael and Daniel Greenat their Eagle 

Scout Court of Honor on June 30 in Cary.   



 

 

Jr. Vice Commandant’s  Jr. Vice Commandant’s  Jr. Vice Commandant’s     
MessageMessageMessage   

Bruce GoedenBruce GoedenBruce Goeden   
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G 
reetings to all of My Brother and Sister Marines as 
well as our Fine FMF Corpsman 

It is with Great pride I take over as Jr Vice Comman-
dant.  Looking forward to serving the Detachment and Assist-
ing in increasing our membership and maintaining those of you 
I respect and admire within our ranks. 

The Paymaster duties have been passed to Richard Patrick so 
my duties as Jr Vice can be given 100%. 

Having read the MCL guide book pertaining to my New Posi-
tion, Your help is required to succeed. 

In the months ahead I will ask for “ All “ of you to give me 
Feed Back and “ HELP ” pertaining to our Detachment.  The 
name “TAR HEEL Detachment”, should be a household word 
in Wake County and beyond the borders of North Carolina!!  
Like all things I can not do it alone!       YOUR HELP WILL 
BE NEEDED !!!  

The 10 of the Corps Series books, along with the biography's 
of Chesty Puller and Lt Gen Krulack are available for loan to 
any that want to read them!  A special Thanks to Jim Haslam 
and Jim Niver for passing them on to us. 

 

My E mail is ymsdibg@yahoo.com   

My phone is 919-720-7066,  ( Please ) TEXT only between 
0800 and 1700 Monday Thru Friday. 

So Please E Mail me with ideas you may have that you feel will 
enhance our Detachment! 

Semper Fi One And All 

Bruce Goeden, Jr Vice 

War hero, Olympian Zamperini dies at 97 
July 3, 2114 Marine Corps Times 
 

L 
OS ANGELES — Louis Zamperini, an Olympic 

distance runner and World War II veteran who sur-

vived 47 days on a raft in the Pacific after his bomb-

er crashed, then endured two years in Japanese prison camps, 

has died. He was 97. 

Zamperini's death was confirmed by Universal Pictures stu-

dio spokesman Michael Moses. A family statement released 

early Thursday said Zamperini had been suffering from 

pneumonia. 

"After a 40-day long battle for his life, he peacefully passed 

away in the presence of his entire family, leaving behind a 

legacy that has touched 

so many lives," the fam-

ily statement said. "His 

indomitable courage and 

fighting spirit were nev-

er more apparent than in 

these last days." 

Zamperini is the subject 

of Laura Hillenbrand's 

best-selling book 

"Unbroken: A World 

War II Story of Surviv-

al, Resilience, and Re-

demption," which is 

being made into a movie 

directed by Angelina 

Jolie and is scheduled for a December release by Universal. 

"It is a loss impossible to describe," Jolie said in a statement. 

"We are all so grateful for how enriched our lives are for 

having known him. We will miss him terribly." 

A high school and University of Southern California track 

star, Zamperini competed in the 5,000-meter run at the 1936 

Berlin Olympics. He finished eighth but caught attention by 

running the final lap in 56 seconds. 

In World War II, he was a bombardier on a U.S. Army Air 

Forces bomber that crashed in the Pacific Ocean during a 

reconnaissance mission. He and one of the other surviving 

crew members drifted for 47 days on a raft in shark-infested 

waters before being captured by Japanese forces. He spent 

more than two years as a prisoner of war, surviving torture. 

In May, Zamperini was named grand marshal of the 2015 

Rose Parade in Pasadena, California, which next New Year's 

Day will feature the theme "Inspiring Stories." 

In accepting the honor, Zamperini, wearing a USC cap, re-

called that Hillenbrand, in researching the book, asked to 

interview his friends from college and the Army. 

"And now after the book was finished all of my college bud-

dies are dead, all of my war buddies are dead. It's sad to real-

ize that you've lost all your friends," he said. "But I think I 

made up for it. I made a new friend — Angelina Jolie. And 

the gal really loves me, she hugs me and kisses me, so I can't 

complain." 

Louis Zamperini speaks at a news conference 
May 9, in Pasadena, Calif. Zamperini, a U.S. 

Olympic distance runner and World War II 

veteran who survived 47 days on a raft in the 
Pacific after his bomber crashed, then endured 

two years in Japanese prison camps, died on 

Wednesday. (Nick Ut / AP) 

mailto:ymsdibg@yahoo.com
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Marine vet Kyle Carpen-
ter receives highest 
award for valor 
He becomes second living Marine from 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to earn 
Medal of Honor 
 

Jun. 19, 2014 - 05:03PM   |    
  

H 
e never asked for this. And by rights, he wasn’t 

supposed to be here.  Illuminated by camera 

bulbs and chandeliers in the East Room of the 

White 

House, 

Marine 

veteran 

William 

Kyle 

Carpen-

ter none-

theless 

stood 

stoic and 

strong as 

the presi-

dent of 

the Unit-

ed States 

told his 

story. 
 

“His in-

juries 

were 

called catastrophic,” said President Obama. “It seemed as if 

he was going to die.”  Much has taken place in the nearly 

four years since Nov. 21, 2010, when Carpenter,  

then a 21-year-old lance corporal, threw himself on a gre-

nade in Marjah, Afghanistan, to save the life of a friend and 

Marine comrade, Lance Cpl. Nicholas Eufrazio, while both 

were standing watch on a rooftop. Today, he became just 

the second living Marine from the wars in Iraq and Afghan-

istan to receive the Medal of Honor. 
 

Now 24, the medically retired corporal from the small town 

of Gilbert, South Carolina, still carries silver shrapnel scars 

in his face from that grenade, but he has proved resilient. 

He ran the Marine Corps Marathon last year and trained his 

shattered right arm to do pull-ups again. 
 

As Obama recounted Carpenter’s recovery process follow-

ing the grenade blast — “he’s got a new prosthetic eye, 

new jaw, new teeth ... and one hell of a smile” — Carpenter 

showed off that grin.  The room, filled with Carpenter’s 

family members, Marine comrades and caretakers from his 

lengthy convalescence at Walter Reed National Military 

Medical Center, reverberated with prolonged cheers after 

Obama placed 

the medal on his 

neck. 
 

But later, in a 

statement at the 

White House 

briefing room, 

Carpenter said 

he received the 

medal with a 

heavy heart, as 

he contemplated 

the sacrifices of 

Marines from 

every genera-

tion, from the Continental Marine force to the streets of 

Baghdad.   
 

Carpenter’s unit, Fox Company 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines, 

out of Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, lost two other Ma-

rines during his deployment: Lance Cpls. Dakota Huse and 

Timothy Jackson. Both were honored during the ceremony.  
 

Carpenter said he still clearly remembers the sacrifices of 

the Marines with whom he fought in Marjah.  “If I close 

my eyes, I can still hear their desperate medevacs being 

called over the radio,” he said. 
 

“To those who have given all and their families, I can never 

express in words what you mean to this nation.”  Obama 

also recognized the doctors at Walter Reed who saved Car-

penter’s life and restored his health over two-and-a-half 

years and some 40 surgeries.  “You’ve got a job where you 

know you’re doing God’s work every single day,” he said. 

“Thank you for the miracles you work.” 
 

The family of Eufrazio, who sustained severe brain injury 

during the grenade blast, has avoided press attention since 

Carpenter’s award was announced.  Carpenter said he invit-

ed Eufrazio and his family, but they were unable to travel 

from Massachusetts to attend the ceremony.  “With Nick’s 

injuries, it’s a long journey to come down here,” Carpenter 

told Marine Corps Times in a morning interview. “His 

medical care is much higher on my priority list than them 

coming to my ceremony.” 
 

Obama, who said he met Eufrazio two years after the blast, 

promised that he would not be forgotten as his recovery 

continued.  “Nick, on behalf of all of us, I want you to 

know that we honor your sacrifice as well,” he said. 
 

For Carpenter, Obama resorted to more ancient words.  “He 

fulfilled those words of Scripture,” the president said. 

“‘Greater love has no man than this, that he laid down his 

life for his friend.’ ” 

Lance Cpls. Kyle Carpenter, left. and Nicholas 

Eufrazio carry their weapons in Marjah, Afghani-

stan, during their 2010 deployment. On June 19, 

2014, President Barack Obama will award Car-

penter, now medically retired, the Medal of Hon-

or for conspicuous gallantry.  

Retired Marine Cpl. William Kyle Carpenter smiles as 
well-wishers applaud during his Medal of Honor cere-
mony in the East Wing of the White House. (Rob Cur-
tis / Staff) 



 

 

DoNC Convention and MODD NC Pack Growl June 6-8 
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Tar Heel Detachment 733 was represented well 

at the Growl and DoNC Convention in Burling-

ton.  Six detachment members were present.  

Commandant Dilday and Past Commandant/

DVC John Staley were advanced to DD at the 

growl.  At the convention meeting, Eight detach-

ment members were present.  (Not shown was 

Sr Vice Commandant Blizzard).  Highlight of 

the meeting was the election of officers.  The 

serving slate was reelected.  Members present: J. 

Dilday, J. Staley, J. Jones, R. Oliver, B. Goeden, 

S. Beaulieu, J. Cox, and A. Blizzard.    

There were six detachments members 

and guests at the banquet on Saturday 

night, where the officers were installed.  

Pictured below are pictures of the instal-

lation, the DoNC Commandant Greg 

Hunt, Detachment Commandant Dilday 

and his wife Gayle, DoNC Paymaster 

James Cox and guest, Cathey Ector, 

DoNC Jr Vice Commandant Jeff Jones, 

Past Commandant Suellen Beaulieu, and 

Mideast Division Ass’t Vice Comman-

dant Bruce Radfeldt.    



 

 

 
 

 

 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE – TAR HEEL DETACHMENT #733 

Minutes 2 July 2014  

 
Opening ceremony:  Welcome all present; to include:   
Request for a Flexible Agenda 
Welcoming of visitors: 

Ed Nicholson (and wife Wanda), Toby Roberts, Daniel Spencer, Nicholas R. Spencer, Terry Smith, Andrew Jones, 
Carlos Cid  

Roll Call of Officers:  
Present:  John Dilday, Commandant;  Andrew Blizzard, Sr. Vice Commandant/Past Commandant; Bruce 

Goeden, Jr. Vice Commandant;  Ed Romanoski, Judge Advocate;  Richard Patrick, Paymaster;  Douggy 
Johnson, Adjutant; Tyrone Ashe, Sgt. At Arms;  James Niveer, Chaplain; David Gardner, Eagle Scout Coor-
dinator, Suellen Beaulieu, Jr. Past Commandant  

Excused:  Jim Haslem, Web Master; Sean Merciliott, Public Affairs Officer       
Absent:   Christina Kazakavage, Historian. 
Applications for  New Membership: The following Marine(s) was(were) approved: 

Carlos Cid (motion for membership set by John Staley and seconded by Russ Oliver) 
Installation of New Officers: (Installing offer Marine John Staley, NC Dept Chief of Staff) 

Bruce Goeden – Jr. Vice Commandant 
Richard Patrick – Paymaster 

Reports: 
Paymaster:  Balance Check book is $ 6,625.35  CD balance is $ 3,181.86  total of $ 9,807.21 Motioned upon au-

dit = Marine Suellen Beaulieu. Seconded = Marine Tyrone Ashe 
Sickness or Distress:  Sr. Vice Commandant Andrew Blizzard said Marine Nate Griffin reported for brain sur-

gery recently and is doing well. Father-in-law of Marine Harry Schweitzer’s is doing well. Marine Steve  
Curley’s father, Don, has a bad case of dementia. Marine Jim Haslam stayed at home due to the heat. Marine 
Paul Sieler recently had a knee replacement. Marine Douggy Johnson reported his full-time assistant will be 
reporting back to work after taking some medical leave.  

Standing Committees Reports: 
Sr. Vice Commandant: Marine Andrew Blizzard reported a new Young Marines class will be underway in August. He 

also reported 10 Young Marines from our detachment went to Parris Island for training and they 
stood out amongst the other Young Marines programs. You gave us updates from the Wake County 
Veterans’ Council and the Young Marines. 

Jr. Vice Commandant: Marine Bruce Goeden reported the fundraiser on 21 June at 5 Below in Cary went very well; 
we collected $750.00. Also, he requested a “set up” committee for our meetings. 

Judge Advocate: Marine Ed Romonoski reported the NC Convention was in early June and five by-laws were modified 
and that they could be reviewed by our detachment upon request. 

Jr. Past Commandant:  Marine Andrew Blizzard - No Report 
Public Affairs: Marine John Dilday reported we’ve been in thelocal newspapers regarding our meeting and that Marine 

Sean Mercilliott is doing a fine job. 
Sgt at Arms: Marine Tyrone Ashe – No Report 
Historian: Christina Kazakavage - Absent 
Eagle Scouts: Marine David Gardner was absent but Marine John Dilday reported Marine Gardner attended four 

Courts of Honor in June for a total of 53. 
Capital City Young Marines: Doug Smith – excused 
VA Update and Activities – Marine Douggy Johnson passed out his business cards to the visitors and new member. 
Pistol Shoot: Marine Patrick reported 12 shooters folks came out to the last shoot. Each 3rd Wednesday we go to the 
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range from 1900 - 2100 hours at the Wake County Firearms Education and Training Center (FETC) 
but the shoot for August will be the 4th Wednesday. 

Unfinished Business:  
Trip to Wounded Warriors Camp Lejeune -  Tuesday, 15 July. 
National Convention - 3 – 8 August in Charleston, WV  
Delegates - Marine John Staley gave a report on the Dept. of NC Convention to be held. 
A motion to place a full page ad in the National Convention program was set by Marine Russ Oliver and 

seconded by Marine Richard Patrick.  
Detachment Website – www.tarheelmcl.org 
Detachment business meeting in August changed to 13 Aug (to accommodate those Marines going to 

the national convention from 3 – 8 August in Charleston, WV). 
Outstanding Job Opening Ceremony at MCL State Convention by our Capital City Young Marines. 

Young Marine Caleb Van Appledoorn sang the national anthem. 
9) New Business:    

Pistol/Rifle Raffle - Marine Harry Schweitzer and Marine Earl Linthicum will collaborate on which type of 
weapon to purchase and follow up with the detachment at the August business meeting. 

Good Business Award – A committee will be formed by the Commandant to establish a process to award ei-
ther businesses or private residences in the Holly Springs, Fuquay-Varina and Cary areas (or both) for proud-
ly displaying the American flag. 

Announcements:  
Detachment Paymaster Audit at the home of Marine John Dilday - 3 July  at 1800 hours at 812 White 

Meadows Dr. Fuquay-Varina. 
Eagle Court of Honor – First UMC Sanctuary (117 S. Academy St., Cary) - 13 July at 1345 hours 
Visit to Wounded Warrior Battalion @ Camp Lejeune – 15 July  
Detachement Pistol/Rifle Shoot at Wake County Indoor Firing Range – 16 July from 1900 – 2100 hours. 
Wake County Veterans Council meeting on 30 July at 1800 hours (at 3600 Lee Rd., Raleigh) 
Young Marines meeting every Monday evening at 1830 hours; this month the meeting will be at the Marine 

Reserve Center on Western Blvd, Raleigh). 
Eagle Court of Honor – Saturday, 2 August  at 1500 hours at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church 

(located at 3008 Olde Raleigh Rd., Apex) 
August Detachment Meeting – 13 August @ 1800 hours with dinner 
Eagle Court of Honor – Saturday, 16 August at 1400 hours at St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church 

(located at 3008 Olde Raleigh Rd., Apex) 
Detachment Family Picnic will be held on 27 September at Lake Crabtree Park. The picnic will be catered 

by Danny’s BBQ (Morrisville) and will begin at 1100 hours; the meal will begin at 1200 hours. Cost Adults 
= $7.00 and children under 12 eat for free. 

Moment of Silence for US Marine Corps June, 2012 KIA list.   
Marine SSgt David H. Stewart, 34, of Stafford, VA died 20 June 2014 serving during Operation Enduring 

Freedom while conducting combat operations in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, NC. 

Marine LCpl Adam F. Wolff, 25, of Cedar Rapids, IA died 20 June 2014 serving during Operation Enduring 
Freedom while conducting combat operations in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 2nd 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, NC. 

Marine LCpl Brandon J. Garabrant, 19, of Peterborough, NH died 20 June 2014 serving during Operation 
Enduring Freedom while conducting combat operations in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was assigned 
to 2nd Combat Engineer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, NC. 

Closing Ceremony:  The meeting was adjourned at 2100 hours. 
Submitted by, 
Douggy Johnson 
Adjutant 
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Birthdays Italic  

Semper Fi Til the Day I Die 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

Det 

Mtg 

3 4 
 

5 
 

6 7 
Kevin 
Goings 

8 
 

9 
Brady 
Moore 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
John Staley 
Gerald Mee 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
Joshua 

Stewart 

16 
Pistol 

Shoot 
Bruce 
Goeden 

17 
 

18 19 
 

20 21 
 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

JULY 2014 

Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

 

3 
Titus 
Haynes 

4 5 
 

6 
Jay 
Quals 

7 
Andrew 
Blizzard 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Det 

Mtg 

14 
Walter 
Atkinson 

15 16 
 

17 18 
 

19 
James 
Bringe 

20 
 

21 22 23 

24** 25 
Jaun 
Munoz 

26 27 
Pistol 

Shoot 

28 29 30 

31 

AUGUST 2014 

**Robert White 

National Convention August 3-8 West Virginia 


