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family and friends know about 

the date so we can have a huge 

crowd in attendance.  Ed Roma-

noski has put together a great 

agenda of events. 

For those that can, plan to attend 

the State Convention in June.  Let 

Russ Oliver know. 

Be sure to mark your calendar to 

join with your family and the 

Young Marines and family for the 

Second Annual gathering in the 

backyard of Gayle Dilday.  A 

great way to socialize and get to 

be better acquainted with each 

other.  The date is June 20th. 

A big Thank You to Russ Oliver 

and Bruce Goeden and the rest of 

the staff for handling everything 

in my absence. 

We are making a lot of progress 

in letting Marines you come in 

contact with know about the Ma-

rine Corp League.  Let’s continue 

to grow.  Bruce Goeden has put 

together a survey to get your ide-

as of how to make our Detach-

ment even better.  Please take the 

time to respond.  Fresh thoughts 

are always productive. 

As always, it’s Marines Support-

ing Marines.  Have a great month. 

Semper Fi 

John Dilday 

F 
ellow Marines, 

To start off again, I 

would like to THANK 

everyone for a huge success for 

the breakfast fundraiser.  If you 

get the chance go back to the 

Golden Corral for a meal and be 

sure to tell one of the managers 

how much you appreciate their 

support. 

Monday, April 20th, the Young 

Marines had another recruit 

graduation.  It was great to have 

Nate Griffin and David Gardener 

there to show support.  Of 

course, Andrew Blizzard Tyrone 

Ashe, and Doug Smith were pre-

sent as part of the team that of-

fers staff assistance.  It is really 

encouraging to see the number 

of volunteer staff that still come 

out to support the Young Ma-

rines even with their children 

having graduated. 

 

May is going to be a very busy 

month for outside activities with 

a large number of Eagle Scout 

Court of Honors and award cere-

monies at Cary High School.  Be 

sure to check your announce-

ments and go out to support 

these events. 

Of course, the big event for the 

month is the Memorial Day Cer-

emony.  Let all your neighbors, 



 

 

Phone 919 772-6234 

www.foresthillsflorist.com 

 

  Forest Hills Florist 
Forest Hills Shopping Center 

1325 Fifth Avenue 

Garner, North Carolina 27529 
 

Virginia D. Durham NCCPF                                  David M. Durham 
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God Bless All OurGod Bless All OurGod Bless All Our   
   

Marines and Marines and Marines and    
   

Their FamiliesTheir FamiliesTheir Families   
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One Person’s Opinion…. 

Tough tattoo regs sink stellar 

Marine's career 
By James K. Sanborn, Staff writer 4:54 p.m. EDT April 20, 2015 
 

F 
or Marines employed in what's 

become a hyper-competitive 

professional setting, not even 

multiple meritorious promotions, a 

combat valor award and a command-

endorsed waiver are likely to save 

one's career if he has run afoul of the 

service's tattoo policy. 

That's the hard truth Sgt. Daniel 

Knapp, a hard-charging infantryman 

stationed in North Carolina, learned 

after getting inked on his forearm with 

a pair of crossed rifles and the num-

bers 0311 — the Corps' designation for 

Marine riflemen — to commemorate 

his 2011 deployment to Afghanistan. 

Knapp, who is assigned to Camp 

Lejeune's 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 

was denied re-enlistment by Marine 

Corps headquarters despite a policy 

waiver endorsed by leaders within his parent command, the 

2nd Marine Division. So now, while the rest of his battalion is 

deployed to Europe as part of a crisis-response force, Knapp 

is sidelined in the States.   

Knapp's predicament highlights a generational disconnect on 

attitudes towards ink and what Marines say is the need for lax 

regulations that reflect changing societal perceptions of tat-

toos. When paired with a widespread lack of understanding 

among the rank-and-file of lengthy tattoo regulations, the ser-

vice is losing many otherwise-good Marines. Commandant 

Gen. Joseph Dunford said during a recent trip to Japan that 

the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps would lead a review 

if policy, but if the effort would lead to changes remains un-

clear, for now.   

"When I was in Afghanistan," Knapp told Marine Corps 

Times, "my tattoos never stopped me from shooting anyone, 

and they never made me more of a target. They never stopped 

me from keeping Marines safe. On patrol nothing ever hap-

pened because of my tattoos." 

It is a common refrain among those who support relaxing tat-

too regulations — current Marines and veterans alike. Even 

the venerated retired Gunnery Sgt. R. Lee Ermey, beloved 

throughout the Marine Corps for his portrayal of a sadistic 

drill instructor in filmmaker Stanley Kubrick's "Full Metal 

Jacket," has repeatedly argued that tattoos are an indelible 

military tradition with absolutely no bearing on combat effi-

cacy.  Ermey, 71, concedes there should be tighter restrictions 

for what he calls "tuxedo jobs," the highly visible assignments 

such as Marine embassy guard. But for rank-and-file rifle-

men, there needs to be far more leniency, he believes. 

When the service's tattoo policy was last amended in 2010, 

Ermey called the restrictions "borderline silly," saying "I 

challenge anybody who is making these decisions to prove 

to me that a Marine, because he has tattoos, is unable to 

fight.”  “Samurai warriors had tattoos, and they seemed to 

be pretty honorable people," he added. "I've got three tat-

toos on my forearm. They've been there for 100 years, and 

I've never noticed them hindering me. For sailors and Ma-

rines they are a log of where you have been." 

The service's senior leaders, at least those who've support-

ed the tighter restrictions, argue that excessive or inappro-

priate tattoos not only detract from one's military bearing, 

they threaten to undermine a Marine's civilian career pro-

spects. The policy in place 

now is the product of nearly 

10 years worth of staff work, 

retired Sergeant Major of the 

Marine Corps Mike Barrett 

told Marine Corps Times in 

2011, when the last updates 

were finalized. Sleeve tattoos 

were already banned in 2007, 

but the 2010 changes included 

limiting the size of tattoos visi-

ble in PT uniform to the size 

of a wearers hand and the 

number visible in PT uniform 

to just four for officers. Also the width of band tattoos was 

limited to 2-inches maximum for officers and one-quarter 

of the body part they cover for enlisted Marines.  After all 

that effort, Barrett said, the matter would not be revisited. 

"Let's get rid of the myth that the leadership has something 

against tattoos," he said at the time. "Because they don't, 

Devil Dog. If they did, I wouldn't be the 16th sergeant ma-

jor of the Marine Corps because I have five tattoos. But 

every one of my tattoos is a Marine Corps tattoo. It ain't 

this fancy artwork crap. It's Marine Corps tattoos." 

Ironically, the tattoo that cratered Knapp's career is Marine 

Corps-themed. However, its size and placement amount to 

policy violations. 

Society sees it differently, Knapp argues. "The top people 

grew up in a different time when they were not accepta-

ble," he said. "So that is shaping their decision making. 

Decisions should be made based on what is good for Ma-

rines, to fight wars and be ready." 

The Army appears to agree. Its top general, Chief of Staff 

Ray Odierno, made similar remarks in April upon ordering 

the service to relax its tattoo standards. Offensive tattoos 

are still banned, but restrictions on number, size and loca-

tion have been lifted so long as they aren't on the face, neck 

or hands, with the exception of one ring-finger tattoo. 

"Society is changing its view of tattoos," Odierno said, 

"and we have to change along with that. It makes sense. 

Soldiers have grown up in an era when tattoos are much 

more acceptable and we have to change along with that."  

Sgt. Daniel Knapp, a rifle-
man with 2nd Battalion, 8th 

Marines, at Camp Lejeune, 

North Carolina, argues 
leaders should overhaul the 

service's tattoo regulations 

with an eye towards combat 
readiness and to reflect 

changing societal norms 

after his ink cost him reen-
listment.(Photo: Courtesy of 

Sgt. Daniel Knapp) 

Sgt. Daniel Knapp exists a heli-
copter at Camp Bastion, Afghani-

stan, after conducting a raid in 

Now Zad. He says tattoos have no 
bearing on combat abili-

ties. (Photo: Courtesy of Sgt. 

Daniel Knapp) 
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Paymaster’s Notes…. 

Richard Patrick 
marine@1791.com  

 

Chaplain’sCorner 

Jim Niver 

Upcoming MCL Events… 
 

Det Meeting     May 6 
Pistol Shoot     May 20 
Memorial Day Wreath Laying   May 25 
Memorial Day Luncheon   May 25 
  
Future Events  
Det Meeting     June 3 
DoNC Annual Convention, Cherry Point Jun 12-14 

Pistol Shoot     June 15 
Commandant’s Picnic    June  20 
 

O 
ur finances are in good shape. We have $7, 096.80 in avail-

able funds as of the end of April. If you want to see the 

budget or the Paymaster report in detail it is now available 

on the website.  It details every penny of expenses and income for 

the month.  Just in case you haven’t heard - there is a new page on 

the detachment website called “Members Only”. It has documents 

that are not for the public and the access requires a password which 

was given out during the last meeting. Anyone who needs the pass-

word can get it on the Contacts page by using the form and sending a 

request.  All worthy Marines will be given the password – and if you 

are on the detachment roster you are worthy! 

The new page contains: Fund-Raising documents, Recruiting tools, 

Expense Authorizations, money Collection Reports, Proposal for 

Events, our Bylaws, Membership Roster, a membership map (I fixed 

the link), our Budget, Paymaster reports, and the last three Financial 

Audits.  In the future we hope to add other documents that will be 

useful in operating the detachment activities. Award Certificate mas-

ters, SOP’s for fund raisers and ceremonial events and sample post-

ers, tickets, and letters. If you think of something that should be there 

let me know. 

Here’s a chart based on our detachment roster: our average age 

is 63. 

The good 

news here is 

that we a 

have more 

members in 

the left three 

columns (34 

members 

under 65) 

than we do 

in the right 

three columns (19 members 75 or over).  That means we are recruit-

ing younger marines and they are remaining active in the detach-

ment.  If we are to remain a viable force in the community we must 

continue and accelerate this trend. 

NEW MEMBERS, if you are interested in contributing something 

to the detachment and community, let one of the officers know what 

you would like to do. Do you want to spend a few hours a month on 

fund raising, working on the website, learning the paymaster job, the 

Judge Advocate position? Would you like to be a historian for the 

detachment? We need a Public Affairs person to contact the media. 

Get involved and you will be rewarded. 

O 
n Memorial Day many observances are held in 

cemeteries.  You can learn a lot by going into a 

cemetery.  There are some that contain, like 

Oakwood, row upon row of tombstones from the Civil 

War that told the dead soldier’s state of birth and date of 

death, but many have no name.  No one knows who is 

buried there; and no one back home ever knew what hap-

pened to their loved one, or where their body was buried. 

Sad!   
 

There is much to learn from spending a few moments in a 

cemetery.  In most churches however Memorial Day is 

ignored because it is not one of the holy days on the 

church calendar.  But I believe that it would be good for 

us to consider what Memorial Day really represents, for 

its very name calls us to remember. 
 

The ability to remember is a wonderful gift God has given 

us.  In a flash we can be a child again, skipping rocks 

across a pond, or walking in a meadow.  Through 

memory we can fall in love, get married, & enjoy our 

children all over again.  All this is possible through the 

blessing of memory. 
 

Some of our memories are happy as we recall wonderful 

experiences.  But some are sad, and we may weep as we 

remember them.  Memories are also very practical.  If we 

couldn’t remember that a red light means stop we’d be in 

trouble.  If you weren’t able to remember what day it is, 

or your anniversary or wife’s birthday you’d be in big 

trouble.  So memories are practical.   
 

The problem, though, is that sometimes memory fails us.  

Sometimes we forget.  There are events that we should 

never forget.  And Memorial Day commemorates some of 

them.  This special day started near the end of the Civil 

War.  And within a few years the practice of placing 

flowers on military graves had spread throughout both the 

North and South it was being called by almost everyone, 

Decoration Day.   
 

Then, after WW1 it became a national holiday dedicated 

to remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 

the freedoms that we enjoy.  And it is also a day upon 

which we remember our loved ones who have gone on 

before. 
 

Today we want to honor all our armed service veterans.  

To the veterans, we owe a debt of gratitude because you 

were willing to go, to serve and to give on behalf of the 

United States of America!  God bless you!  We are called 

to remember many things, including our veterans.  This is 

why and how we can show our love, appreciation and our 

thanks to them for all the things they have afforded our 

nation.  
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Community Breakfast 
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The Community Breakfast at the Golden Coral in Fuquay Varina on Saturday, April 21st was a great 

success!  Over 150 meals were served and the Tar Heel Detachment 733 cleared over $1700!  A Big Con-

gratulations for all those who participated and sold tickets!    
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Awards, Banners, Coins, Decals, Embroidery, Military Gifts, Pins 
& Patches, Rubber Stamps, Screen Printing, Signs of all Kinds, 

Sublimation, Trophies, Vinyl Lettering & SO much more! 

 

We also  offer 

Sand Carving / Sand Blasting Em-
bossing / Foil Embossing 

 

   



 

 

Jr. Vice Commandant’s Jr. Vice Commandant’s Jr. Vice Commandant’s    
MessageMessageMessage   

Bruce GoedenBruce GoedenBruce Goeden   

SCUTTLEBUTT  May 2015 PAGE 8  

I 
t has been my privilege to step in to guide 

our Detachment while Commandant 

Dilday is away on vacation. In planning 

for our regular meeting Wednesday evening, 

May 6, 2015, I made every attempt to have all 

agenda details addressed before the opening 

gavel in order to adjourn by 2030 hours. 

Thanks to officers, staff and members, the 

agenda was covered and the goal was met. 

Much of the credit goes to Commandant Dilday 

as he adequately briefed me prior to his depar-

ture. Many thanks go to Sr. Vice Commadant, 

DoNC Jeff Jones, Past Commandant and Scut-

tlebutt Editor Suellen Beaulieu, Paymaster, Ad-

jutant and Webmaster Richard Patrick, Jr. Vice 

Bruce Goeden, Jr. Past Commadant Andrew 

Blizzard, Sgt. At Arms Ed Romanoski, Eagle 

Scout coordinator David Gardener and the en-

tire membership, all of whom made a contribu-

tion if only by being in attendance.  

 

Although we now have ten business sponsors, 

there is no question that I will need the help of 

all members to reach our goal of 50 business 

sponsors. If you are averse to calling on a pro-

spective business send me the details of the 

business: product or service, location, business 

name, owners name(s) contact information as 

complete as possible and refer me to them I 

will be glad to call in on them to sign them up. 

 

I wish to thank Marine Toby Roberts for step-

ping up to the plate to present Eagle Scout 

Zackry McElroy his Certificate of Good Citi-

zenship at Zack’s Court of Honor on Saturday 

May 9, 2015.   

 

Semper Fi, Marines 

Russ Oliver 

Senior Vice Commandant 

Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s  Sr. Vice Commandant’s     
MessageMessageMessage   

Russ OliverRuss OliverRuss Oliver   

M 
ay is Here Y ALL 

May 2nd   Some of US were at the 

Growl and Pistol Shoot in Mid-

dlesex NC 

May 6th    Our Monthly MCL Meeting Took 

Place on Wednesday 

May 10th   Mothers Day Celebrations “ Do 

Not Forget “!! 

May 25th    Memorial Wreath Laying at the 

Capital in Raleigh  

    “ EVERY ONE IS WELCOME TO AT-

TEND “  

 BRING YOUR FAMILY and 

FRIENDS !!!! 
May 30th  1230 Hrs / Eagle Court Of Honor  

for Kyle Marchand St Andrews Catholic 

Church  3008 Old Raleigh Rd , Apex nc 

As Your Jr Vice I am responsible for Re-

cruitment and Retention. 

Three simply steps to recruit someone! 

Find a Marine!!!! 

Get their Name , Phone Number and E 

Mail 

Then E Mail Them and  Then Call to 

confirm they got your E Mail 

It is up to you to make a New Friend and 

then Introduce Them to The Detachment!  

These will not work all alone!  You have 

to meet and talk to People!!! 

I get E mails every day and unless I have a 

Reason I will not answer them! 

I find a flier on my car Most of the time I 

just recycle it ! 

Give them a reason to come and meet us.  

We all went through Boot Camp!  We Are 

All Marines!  We are just looking for more 

Buddies to have fun with!! 

Semper Fi 

Bruce Goeden    ymsdibg@yahoo.com 
Mon – Fri  8A-5P Text : 919-720-7066 /  Call before or after 

and on Weekends   

mailto:ymsdibg@yahoo.com
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Detachment Meeting May 6, 2015 
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Eagle Scout  Good Citizenship Award  

 

Commandant John Dilday poses with new Eagle Scout Jack 

Young at his Court of Honor at White Plains United Meth-

odist Church on Saturday April 11, 2015.  With the com-

mandant are Detachment Marines Pedro Navagonazalez, Jr 

Vice Commandant Bruce Goeden and Jr Past Commandant 

Andrew Blizzard.   

Eagle Scout Matthew King receives his good Citi-

zenship award from Jr Past Commandant Andrew 

Blizzard and Jr Vice Commandant Bruce Goeden 

at his Court of Honor in Apex on 24April 2015 

Eagle Scout Leon R. Bulloch II 

receives his Good Citizenship 

award from Jr Vice Commandant 

Bruce Goeden and Marine (and 

Eagle Scout) Frank Mansfield  at 

his Court of Honor on Saturday 

April 25 in Garner   

Eagle Scout Noel Kirkendall (“Kirk”) Hy-

der receives his Good Citizenship award 

from Jr Vice Commandant Bruce 

Goeden, Marine (and Eagle Scout) Frank 

Mansfield  and Detachment Eagle Scout 

Coordinator David Gardener at his Court 

of Honor on Monday April 27 in Cary.   

Sr Vice Commandant Russ Oliver, Jr 

Vice Commandant Bruce Goeden, Ma-

rine and Eagle Scout Frank Mansfield 

and Marine Pedro Navagonazalez, Jr , 

assistant Detachment Eagle Scout Co-

ordinator, participate in presenting the 

Good Citizenship Award to new Eagle 

Scout Andy Oates at his Court of Hon-

or on Sunday, April 26, 2015  



 

 

Business Sponsor Page 

MODD Pound 210 Growl May 2, 2015 
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Our Business Sponsors 
The following list of business's and individuals are "Supporters" and Sponsors of the Tar Heel Detachment 733 of the 

Marine Corps League.  In sponsoring us they are supporting: 
 

 

We invite You to become a sponsor by downloading the Sponsor Form on our website (www.tarheelmcl.org) 
 and mailing your tax deductible contribution to the Tar Heel Detachment. 

 

Thank you to the following sponsors of  Marines, Youth and the community: 
 

Anna’s Pizzeria   Restaurant  919-267-6237  919-285-2497 Apex and Fuquay+Varina, NC 

Cleveland Draft House  Restaurant    919-550-3723 tomkane@clevelanddrafthouse.com  

Danny’s Bar-B-Que  Restaurant    919-468-3995 dthompson36@nc.rr.com  

Gower’s Brake & Alignment Ral Auto Maintenance & Repair  919-834-5909 craigpounds@earthlink.net 

Murray's Tire & Auto Service Tire Sales/Repair/Maintenance Svc 919-821-0573 gary@murraystirebargains.com 

Messenger Marketing, Raleigh Business Marketing   919-414-3088 tabs-inc@mindspring.com  
 

The League is a not for profit organization within the provisions of IRS Code 501 (c) (4), with a special group exemption letter which allows for contributions 
to the Marine Corps League to be tax deductible by the donor.   

Wounded Warriors NROTC JNROTC  Eagle Scouts  Toys for Tots        Hope For Warriors      

Young Marines Youth Program    USO - Raleigh      Community Activities    Marines Helping Marines Locally 

 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/c11016_5cb1f2595e7e4e62b9268069eb17d6f1.doc?dn=Sponsor%20Sign%20Up%20Form.doc
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Young Marine Spring Encampment and Graduation  

Detachment Marines support the Capitol City Young Marines at their Spring encampment in Mount Olive, NC.  Marines Skuce 

and his wife Joyce host the event twice a year.  Marine Beaulieu joined the group in April.  Also in April, Commandant Dilday 

delivers the graduation address.  Present at the graduation were Marines Blizzard, Ashe, Gardener, and Griffin.  Doug Smith, 

YM CO, is a detachment Associate Member of the 733.   



 

 

Next Commandant?   continued on page 14-15 

ongoing efforts to open ground combat arms and special operations 

units to female Marines.  In his first six months as commandant, 

Dunford issued planning guidance that emphasized the Marines' 

growing relationship with the Navy and its focus on maritime and 

distributed operations following a decade of land wars in Afghani-

stan. Dunford also rolled out an ambitious plan to make the Marine 

Corps force more mature and better trained by adjusting personnel 

requirements and training for every job and sector in the Marine 

Corps.  
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Dunford tapped for Joint Chiefs Chairman 
By Andrew Tilghman, Jeff Schogol, Hope Hodge Seck and Aaron Mehta, Staff writers 

Marine Corps Times, May 5, 2015 
 

P 
resident Obama on Tuesday 

nominated Marine Corps 

Commandant Gen. Joseph 

Dunford to become the next chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

"I know Joe. I trust him," Obama 

said in the Rose Garden as Dunford 

stood at his side. "Joe is a proven 

leader of our joint force, including 

our troops in Afghanistan whom he 

served Christmas dinner to. He is 

one our military's most highly regarded strategic thinkers." 

Dunford made no comments during the brief announcement, 

during which Obama offered a short summary of the challenges 

that will face the new top leader. 

"Joe, we continue to call on our armed forces to meet a range of 

challenges," Obama said. "We have to keep training Afghan 

forces and remain relentless against al-Qaida. We have to push 

back against ISIL and strengthen forces in Syria. 

"We have to stand united with our allies in Europe and keep 

rebalancing as a Pacific power. We have to keep investing in 

new capabilities to meet growing threats including cyber attack," 

Obama said. 

"As commander in chief, I'll be looking for your honest military 

advice as we meet these challenges."  Dunford must be con-

firmed by the Senate, but a statement by Senate Armed Services 

Committee chairman Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., indicated that 

their confirmation will be smooth.  "In addition to his leadership 

of the Marine Corps, General Dunford's exemplary service in 

Iraq and Afghanistan makes him a strong choice as we confront 

threats to stability and peace in both countries and throughout 

the region," McCain said in a statement on his website. 

Dunford, 59, was tapped to be commandant of the Marine Corps 

following a year and a half as commander of the International 

Security Assistance Force, leading all U.S. and coalition troops 

in Afghanistan.  "Fighting Joe" earned his nickname during the 

2003 invasion of Iraq, when, as a colonel, he commanded Regi-

mental Combat Team 5 under Gen. James Mattis. A Ranger-

qualified infantryman with jump wings and nearly four years 

spent between Iraq and Afghanistan, Dunford has the physical 

presence of a warrior: He has a habit of going on seven-mile 

runs in the heat of the day and completed the Marine Corps Mar-

athon in 2012 with his adult children Patrick and Kathleen at his 

side.  He's also viewed as one of the Corps' sharpest minds, a 

graduate of the U.S. Army War College and Marine Corps Am-

phibious Warfare School with a degree in political science from 

St. Michael's College in Burlington, Vermont, and dual master's 

degrees from Georgetown University and the Fletcher School of 

Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University in Medford, Massachu-

setts.  But Dunford also has ample experience as a Washington 

general. He served as assistant commandant under Gen. James 

Amos from 2010-2012, spearheading programs targeting alcohol 

abuse among Marines and issuing orders that cracked down on 

hazing and other "high-risk behavior." He had previously served 

at the Pentagon as deputy commandant for Plans, Policies and 

Operations.  During Dunford's Senate confirmation hearing, 

most questions he fielded had to do with his work in Afghani-

stan and the future of U.S. operations in the region. He has 

avoided voicing personal opinions on hot political issues such as 

Who Will Follow Dunford as Next Ma-

rine Corps Commandant? 
By: Megan Eckstein May 6, 2015  USNI News 

 

G 
en. Joseph Dun-

ford was nomi-

nated the next 

Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff on Tues-

day after only serving as 

the Commandant of the 

Marine Corps for six and a 

half months – leaving 

many to wonder who will 

follow him as the 

next commandant. 

The Marine Corps only 

has two four-star generals 

other than Dunford: Gen. 

John Paxton, the assistant commandant, and Gen. John 

Kelly, commander of U.S. Southern Command. 

It’s not a given that one of them will succeed Dunford, 

though. 

The Marine Corps has only two statutorily established posi-

tions for four-star generals – the commandant and assistant 

commandant – but throughout the wars in Iraq and Afghani-

stan many Marines have been promoted to take on four-star 

joint staff jobs, retired Gen. James Mattis told USNI News. 

Two years ago, in fact, the Marine Corps had six four-stars 

generals, which was a rarity. 

The service has about a dozen statutory spots for lieutenant 

generals, and there are currently more than that – 17 as of 

last fall, due to a handful of Marine three-stars in joint staff 

jobs. 

Mattis said commandants historically are selected from the 

pool of lieutenant generals, so the cadre for the president to 

select from is actually quite large. 

“They’ve got plenty to choose from,” Mattis said, calling the 

current generals and lieutenant generals “very, very capa-

ble.” 

Typically, the commandant comes from the ground commu-

nity and the assistant commandant is an aviator. Gen. James 

Amos, an aviator, nomination as the 35th commandant was 

an anomaly in that regard. 

The Marine Corps temporarily had six four-
star generals in 2013 — which had never 
happened before and is unlikely to happen 
again any time soon. The generals posed for 
photos in the Home of the Commandants in 
Washington, D.C., April 19, 2013. From left 
to right: John Kelly, James Mattis, Joseph 
Dunford, James Amos, John Allen, and John 
Paxton Jr. US Marine Corps photo. 

http://news.usni.org/author/meckstein
http://i1.wp.com/news.usni.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/OB-XG689_Marine_G_20130429130651.jpg


 

 

Semper Fidelis 

Another aviator replacing Dunford is unlikely as the next 

top Marine. However, if Paxton were bumped up, the pool 

of candidates to serve as ACMC (pronounced: Ack-Mac) 

would be wide open.  Similarly, if Kelly were selected as 

either commandant or assistant commandant, any number of 

Marine lieutenant generals – as well as three-stars from the 

other services – would be qualified to take over SOUTH-

COM. 
 

Below are some possible contenders for 

the job of 37th Commandant of the Ma-

rine Corps: 
 

Gen. John Paxton 
Paxton has served as the assistant com-

mandant since 2012 and therefore would 

be well prepared to step into the role of 

top Marine. Paxton being selected as the 

next commandant would continue the 

recent trend of picking a previous ACMC. Among other 

jobs, Paxton commanded the 1st Battalion 8th Marines in 

support of operations in Somalia and Bosnia, directed the 

programs division of Headquarters 

Marine Corps’ programs and re-

sources, and commanded Marine 

Corps Forces Command and Fleet 

Marine Force Atlantic. 
 

Gen. John Kelly 
Kelly has served as SOUTHCOM 

commander since 2012. He enlisted 

in the Marine Corps in 1970, was 

discharged two years later, and was 

commissioned in 1976 after graduat-

ing from the University of Massa-

chusetts. He led forces in the initial 

invasion of Iraq as assistant division 

commander of 1st Marine Division, 

and then returned to the country as commanding general of I 

Marine Expeditionary Force 

(Forward). Kelly also led the 

Marine Forces Reserve and Ma-

rine Forces North. 
 

Lt. Gen. Thomas Wald-

hauser 
Waldhauser serves as the direc-

tor of joint force development on the Joint Staff and has 

worn his third star the longest of all the current lieutenant 

generals. As an infantry officer, he commanded the 15th 

Marine Expeditionary Unit beginning in 2000, a job that 

included participation in the initial invasions of Afghanistan 

and Iraq. He has led the Marine Corps Warfighting Labora-

tory, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force and 

Marine Forces Central Command. 

 

Lt. Gen. Ronald Bailey 
Bailey serves as the deputy commandant 

for plans, policies and operations 

(PP&O). Though he is a more junior 

three-star, several retired officers still 

mentioned his name as a serious contend-

er for the top job. Prior to his current job, 

Bailey commanded the 1st Marine Divi-

sion, the Marine Corps Recruiting Com-

mand and 3rd Marine Expeditionary Bri-

gade. Bailey’s selection as the next com-

mandant would make history, as he 

would become the highest-ranking black 

Marine. 
 

Lt. Gen. Robert Schmidle 
Schmidle serves as the principal deputy 

director for Cost Assessment and Program 

Evaluation (CAPE) in the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense. He has worn his third 

star the second-longest, behind Wald-

hauser, and comes from the aviation com-

munity. Though an unlikely candidate for 

commandant, Schmidle may be a good 

option for ACMC if Paxton is tapped for a promotion. 
 

Lt. Gen. Kenneth Glueck 
Glueck currently serves as the commanding general of Ma-

rine Corps Combat Development Com-

mand (MCCDC) and deputy comman-

dant for combat development and inte-

gration. Glueck will step down from 

that post later this year when his re-

placement arrives, but the Marine 

Corps has not announced a next assign-

ment for Glueck. The general, also an 

aviator by trade, has served in the Ma-

rine Corps since 1976 but has not for-

mally said if he would retire or accept 

another assignment. 
 

Lt. Gen. Jon Davis 
Davis has served as the deputy commandant 

for aviation since last summer and would 

therefore be an unlikely pick for comman-

dant but could be selected for assistant com-

mandant if that job opened up. Davis began 

his career as an AV-8B Harrier pilot and 

commanded several aviation units. In 2006 

he was made deputy commander of the Joint 

Functional Component Command for Net-

work Warfare, and in 2012 he was appointed 

deputy commander for U.S. Cyber Com-

mand. 

Assistant Commandant 

of the Marine Corps, 

Gen. John M. Paxton, Jr. 

in 2014. US Marine 

Corps Photo 

Gen. John F. Kelly, Command-

er of U.S. Southern Command, 

speaks during the opening 

ceremony of New York City’s 

annual Veterans Day Parade at 

Madison Square Park Novem-

ber 12, 2014. US Marine Corps 

Photo 

Lt. Gen. Frank E. Pe-

tersen, Jr. (ret), right, 

converses with Lt. Gen. 

Ronald Bailey, the depu-

ty commandant for plans, 

policies, and operations 

with Headquarters Ma-

rine Corps in 2014. US 

Marine Corps 

Lt. Gen. Robert 

Schmidle in 2013. US 

Marine Corps Photo 

Lieutenant Gen. Kenneth J. 

Glueck, Jr., fires a M9 pistol 

during the 4th Annual Quan-

tico Combat Shooting Match 

Oct. 29, 2014. US Marine 

Corps Photo 

Lt. Gen. Jon Davis, 

deputy comman-

dant for aviation, 

Headquarters 

Marine Corps,  

Aug. 14, 2014. US 

Navy Photo 
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE – TAR HEEL DETACHMENT #733 

Minutes of Meeting on May 6, 2015 

Opening ceremony was held at 1900 hours at the Christ the King Lutheran Church in Cary, NC.  The meeting 

was conducted by Sr. Vice Commandant Russ Oliver. There were 28 in attendance. 

 

The following guest was recognized: Bill Habetz and Justin Dodson.  

 

Roll Call of Officers: PRESENT except as noted: 
 Russ Oliver, Sr.Vice Commandant  Richard Patrick, Adjutant/Paymaster/Web Sergeant 

 Bruce Goeden, Jr. Vice Commandant Andrew Blizzard, Jr. Past Commandant,     

 Ed Romanoski, Sgt-at-Arms    Jim Niver, Chaplain 

 David Gardner, Eagle Scout Coordinator  

EXCUSED: John Dilday, Commandant; Tyrone Ashe, Judge Advocate;  

Jim Haslam, WebMaster Emeritus 

 

Applications for New Membership:  There were two new applications. James White and Jason Hall were both 

approved for membership by voice vote. The motion was made by Suellen Beaulieu and it was seconded 

by Ed Welch. 

 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: The April 1, 2015 minutes were approved as published by voice vote. The motion 

was made by Suellen Beaulieu and it was seconded by Sandi Mazzu 

 

Correspondence:  All email correspondence from Dept. of NC has been forwarded to members via e-mail or the 

Scuttlebutt. We received two letters thanking us for donating to Toys for Tots and Military Missions in 

Action. We gave Toys for Tots $500.00 and MMIA $700.00 last year. 

 

Reports: 
Paymaster: Richard Patrick’s report was submitted and approved pending audit by voice vote.  As of May1, 

2015, we have a checkbook balance of $ 5,119.42, plus CD’s $2,127.38, less committed funds of $ 150.00 

for a total of $ 7,096.80 in available funds.  The motion to accept was made by Earl Linthicum. It was se-

conded by Suellen Beaulieu. 

Adjutant Report: Membership – we currently have 87 members; 36 are LIFE, 43 are paid; 8 or 9.2% are past 

due. Our average age is 63 years. 27% are below 55; 7% are 55 to 64; 38% are from 65 to 74; and 23% are 

75 or older. 

Web Sergeant: There is a new page on the site called “Members Only”. It has documents that are not for the pub-

lic and the page requires a password which was given out. Anyone who needs the password can get it on 

the Contacts page by using the form and sending a request.  The page contains: Fund-Raising documents, 

Recruiting tools, Expense Authorizations, money Collection Reports, Proposal for Events, our Bylaws, 

Membership Roster, a membership map, our Budget, Paymaster reports, and the last three Financial Au-

dits. 

Sickness or Distress: Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:  
Jim Haslam will be staying at the assisted living facility in Fuquay Varina. He welcomes visitors and calls. 

Sally Skuce will be 100 this year. She has been a member for ten years. The detachment is paying her dues for 

2015. 

 

Standing Committees: 
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Sr. Vice Commandant: Russ Oliver reported that the Sponsor program has six donors that have donated $900 to 

the detachment and he has three more lined up. He encouraged everyone to get at least one Business Spon-

sor for the detachment. 

Jr. Vice Commandant: Bruce Goeden reported that we made $1669 on the recent Community Breakfast fund 

raiser.  There will be another one this Fall. He wants everyone to continue to work on recruiting new mem-

bers. 

Jr. Past Commandant: Andrew Blizzard introduced Andrea Hall who is a Young Marine staff member and a 

teacher who is going to OCS in Quantico in June.  He reported that YM Gunnery Sergeant Brian Alston 

has been nominated for our Tar Heel Detachment Scholarship.  He also gave us a rundown on the upcom-

ing YM events. 

Sgt at Arms:  Ed Romanoski reported on the preparations for the Wreath Laying ceremony at the State Capitol 

on Memorial Day.  He handed out a sheet with all the details.  He reported that a work crew cleaned and 

reorganizes our storage room at the curch and asked for comments on the new meeting room. 

Eagle Scouts:  David Gardener reported on the upcoming eight Good Citizenship awards. We have presented one 

to 13 Eagle Scouts this year. 

Pistol Shoot: Richard Patrick reported that only six shooters participated this past month.  

 

Unfinished Business: There was none. 

 

New Business:  
On May 22 Jonathan Fran will be awarded our Detachment Scholarship at the ceremony in Cary H.S. gym. 

The Jr. Vice reported that the medals for the upcoming NJROTC program have been acquired. Cary High 

NJROTC annual spring award ceremony will be at 1900 on May 19th at the Lutheran Resurrection 

Church, 100 W. Lochmere Dr, in Cary. We will recognize four cadets. 

Earl Linthicum reported that we are up $478 on the raffle and asked for help getting the tickets sold. 

 

Good of the League: 
Jeff Jones reminded us about the wounded warriors that will stop in Wilson on the way to Myrtle Beach. Every-

one is encouraged to meet them their. 

Bruce Goeden wants everyone who needs a cover or other uniform parts to contact him to place a joint order. 

The DoNC convention is June 12 & 13 in Havelock, NC. Let the Commandant know if you can attend and be a 

delegate. 

 

Announcements: 

June 20 – Picnic at the Commandant’s house. 

Flights of honor now include veterans from Korea and Viet Nam. 

The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival will be here in October. 

Sep 26 – our picnic at Lake Crabtree Park. 

 

Closing Ceremony:  The meeting was adjourned at 2020 hours. The next meeting is June 3, 2015. 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

Richard Patrick, Adjutant/Paymaster 

O 
ur own Detachment member, Marine Andrew Finlayson, has completed his second 

book about his experiences in Vietnam.  The latest is, Rice Paddy Recon 

A Marine Officer’s Second Tour in Vietnam, 1968-1970.  It is available 

on Amazon.com, mcfarlandpub.com, and themarineshop.net.   

His first book, Killer Kane, A Marine Long-Range recon Team Leader in Vi-

etnam, 1967-1967 was released September 2016.  Andy retired as a Colonel from 

the USMC after 25 years of service. 
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Birthdays Italic  

Semper Fi ‘Til the Day I Die 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 

Det Mtg 
Bob 

Gonier 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
Dorsette 
Clements 

7 
 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 13 
J 

14 
Doug 
Smith 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Pistol 

Shoot 

Steve 

Curley 

18 
Efrin 
Rodrequez 

19 
Mitzi 
Manning 
 

20 
 

21 
Father’s 
Day 

22 
 

23 
Suellen 
Beaulieu 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 29 30     

JUNE 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 
1 
 

2 
Pedro 
Navagon-
zales 

3 4 
 

5 6 
Det Mtg 
Ed Rok-
manowski 

7 
 

8  9 
 

10 
Mother’s 
Day 

11 
 

12 
Ed Gleason 
Bill Hodg-
es 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
James 
Semmens 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Pistol 
Shoot 

21 
 

22 
Nick 
Bradfield 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 
George 
Walls 31 
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