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God Bless All OurGod Bless All OurGod Bless All Our   
   

Marines and Marines and Marines and    
   

Their FamiliesTheir FamiliesTheir Families   
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COMMANDANT’SCOMMANDANT’SCOMMANDANT’S    

   COMMENTSCOMMENTSCOMMENTS    

I 
 would like to start off by wishing 

all you fellow Marines and your 

family a very MERRY CHRIST-

MAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR from 

Gayle and myself.  It has truly been an 

honor and a privilege to have represent-

ed the Tar Heel Detachment as your 

Commandant this year.  There is not a 

better group of men and women 

brought together for a common cause 

than this group of Marines banded to-

gether to represent your community and 

country.  You truly are the best.  Sem-

per Fi (Always Faithful) is personified 

on a daily basis with your actions, not 

just words.  Over the course of these 

months we have done many things that 

highlight “Marines Helping Marines”; 

Memorial Day celebration, sponsoring 

the outstanding young men and women 

of the Young Marines with both money 

and time, working with the Eagle 

Scouting programs, helping sponsor 

Gunny Claus, USO program, Military 

Missions in Action, The Wounded 

Warrior Battalion both monetarily and 

some taking the time to go visit to see 

the program actually to witness the 

great accomplishments the program 

does, putting in the time and effort to 

make the “Toys for Tots” program a 

huge success, working as a joint effort 

with other organizations to make the 

Veterans Day recognition a huge suc-

cess, banding together to make our fund 

raising projects a great success finan-

cially, the Pistol Raffle, rose sales, 

breakfast fundraiser at O’Charley’s 

Restaurant.  Everyone contributes in 

some way and it is always done with 

that Marine Espirit de Corps.  We cele-

brated the tradition of our Marine 

Corps with an outstanding Birthday 

Ball celebration.  Thanks to the prepa-

ration and efforts of each of you it is 

always a great occasion.  Another great 
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experience of creating lasing memo-

ries and friendship is the gathering to-

gether with other Detachments to 

share that Marine camaraderie both on 

a local, state and national level. 

It was quoted to me a long time ago 

that you will get back tenfold of what 

effort you put into something.  There-

fore, plan on making this next coming 

year the absolute best you have ever 

experienced.  My philosophy has al-

ways been – If you help others get 

what they want in life, then you will 

always get what you want. The re-

wards are always more abundant when 

you do something without ever think-

ing of what you are going to get back.  

Therefore, try and make one of your 

objectives for the New Year to always 

strive to give out more than you ever 

expect to gain back. 

Our Detachment continues to grow 

because you share your experience 

with another Marine that possibly nev-

er heard of such an organization as the 

Marine Corps League.  So whenever 

you can be sure to let the word be 

known. 

As your Commandant I cannot express 

the gratitude I have for you choosing 

me to lead.  It has been such an easy 

task because of you.  You have heard 

me quote on many occasions that there 

is no “I” in TEAM. 

The many new friendships that I have 

made from being blessed with the op-

portunity of being a Marine and being 

part of the finest service organization 

in the world, The Marine Corps 

League just fills my heart with an over 

abundance of gratefulness. Thank you 

and God Bless You, The United States 

of America and the finest organization 

in the world, The United States Marine 

Corps. 
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ONE PERSON’S OPINION... 

Semper Fidelis 

this was his gift from me.  

His smile was the brightest thing about Christmas 

that year and in succeeding years.  

For each Christmas, I followed the tradition---one 

year sending a group of mentally handicapped 

youngsters to a hockey game, another year a check 

to a pair of elderly brothers whose home had 

burned to the ground the week before Christmas, 

and on and on. 

The envelope became the highlight of our Christ-

mas. It was always the last thing opened on Christ-

mas morning and our children, ignoring their new 

toys, would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as 

their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal 

it's contents. 

As the children grew, the toys gave way to more 

practical presents, but the envelope never lost its 

allure. The story doesn't end there.  

You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded can-

cer. When Christmas rolled around, I was still so 

wrapped in grief that I barely got the tree up. But 

Christmas Eve found me placing an envelope on the 

tree, and in the morning, it was joined by three 

more. Each of our children, unbeknownst to the 

others, had placed an envelope on the tree for their 

dad.  

The tradition has grown and someday will expand 

even further with our grandchildren standing 

around the tree with wide-eyed anticipation watch-

ing as their fathers take down the envelope. Mike's 

spirit, like the Christmas spirit, will always be with 

us. 

May we all remember each other, and the Real rea-

son for the season, and His true spirit this year and 

always. God bless---pass this along to your friends 

and loved ones. 

--- Copyright © 1982 Nancy W. Gavin 

 

The story first appeared in Woman's Day magazine 

in 1982. My mom had sent the story in as a contest 

entry in which she subsequently won first place. 

Unfortunately, she passed away from cancer two 

years after the story was published. Our family still 

keeps the tradition started by her and my father and 

we have passed it on to our children. Feel free to 

use the story. It gives me and my sisters great joy to 

know that it lives on and has hopefully inspired 

others to reach out in a way that truly honors the 

spirit of Christmas. --- Kevin Gavin 

A Christmas Story 

I 
t's just a small, white envelope stuck among the 

branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no 

identification, no inscription. It has peeked 

through the branches of our tree for the past 10 years 

or so. 

It all began because my husband Mike hated Christ-

mas---oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the 

commercial aspects of it-overspending...the frantic 

running around at the last minute to get a tie for Un-

cle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma---the 

gifts given in desperation because you couldn't think 

of anything else. 

Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to by-

pass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I 

reached for something special just for Mike. The in-

spiration came in an unusual way. 

Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was wrestling 

at the junior level at the school he attended; and 

shortly before Christmas, there was a non-league 

match against a team sponsored by an inner-city 

church, mostly black. 

These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that 

shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them 

together, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in 

their spiffy blue and gold uniforms and sparkling new 

wrestling shoes.  

As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the 

other team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of 

light helmet designed to protect a wrestler's ears. 

It was a luxury the ragtag team obviously could not 

afford. Well, we ended up walloping them. We took 

every weight class. And as each of their boys got up 

from the mat, he swaggered around in his tatters with 

false bravado, a kind of street pride that couldn't 

acknowledge defeat. 

Mike, seated beside me, shook his head sadly, "I wish 

just one of them could have won," he said. "They 

have a lot of potential, but losing like this could take 

the heart right out of them." 

Mike loved kids-all kids-and he knew them, having 

coached little league football, baseball and lacrosse. 

That's when the idea for his present came.  

That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store 

and bought an assortment of wrestling headgear and 

shoes and sent them anonymously to the inner-city 

church.  

On Christmas Eve, I placed the envelope on the tree, 

the note inside telling Mike what I had done and that 
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Paymaster’s Notes…. 

Richard Patrick 
marine@1791.com  

 

Chaplain’sCorner 

Jim Niver 

A 
s science has advanced over the years, and 

the secrets of the universe, matter and medi-

cine are discovered, the biblical accounts 

have become less believed and to be quaint stories of 

the Patriarchs. Still there is as much or more histori-

cal evidence of the existence of Jesus as there is of 

Caesar or Alexander the Great. Of particular recent 

scrutiny is Creationism versus Evolution, although 

they are not truly comparable, nor mutually exclu-

sive.  

    Modern archeology, astronomy and science con-

firm, and re-enforce biblical accounts, although they 

may quibble about precise dates, or sequences. While 

the date of the observance of Christmas on the 25th 

of December may not be the authentic date, 

and perhaps a result of both poor calculations by 

6th century monks and prejudicial theology,  I find 

one of the most intriguing stories to be the one about 

the star of Bethlehem and the three wise men.  

    From earliest time man has watched the skies, 

identified the stars, given them names, and watched 

the movements of the constellations.  '... excavations 

of early writings have produced detailed information 

about astronomical observations going back thou-

sands of years.'  This includes the Romans, the 

Greeks, and the Chinese. Star gazing was important 

to Jewish astrologers and was regarded with special 

significance. The fact that the 'Wise Men' followed it 

is not surprising. The astronomer Johanes Kepler 

noted the approach of two planets to the same degree 

of longitude, or conjunction in the East at the time of 

Christ.: The conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter, within 

the constellation of Pisces.  

    'The modern astronomer can turn back the cosmic 

clock at will.' In his planetarium he can arrange the 

starry sky exactly as it was thousands of years 

ago.'  There was such a conjunction in 7BC and was 

clearly visible in that area.. Could this have been the 

Star of Bethlehem? 

     This type of information strengthens, not weakens 

my belief in the Bible. 

 Let us pray. 

    Supreme Commandant give us the grace that we 

may cast away the works of darkness, and put on us 

the armor of light now in the time of this mortal life. 

Amen. 

 Ref: Keiller, Werner; The Bible As History; William Morrow and Co., Inc.; 

New York, 1981   

Upcoming MCL Events… 
 

Current Month  
Det Christmas Party    Dec 3 
Christmas Wreaths    Dec 13 
Pistol Shoot    none this month 
Toys for Tots Campaign ends   Dec 18 
Christmas     Dec 25 
 

Future Events  
New Year     Jan 1 
Det Meeting     Jan 7 
MODD 210 Growl    Jan10 
Pistol Shoot     Jan 21 

M 
arines, I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday. 
We have a lot to be thankful for this year. We have 
grown in numbers over the year with 80 members, we 

have had successful fund raising campaigns, and we have donated a 
record amount of money to help support Marines, their families and 
our community.  This year we have raised over $8,000, given away 
$6400 in awards and donations and we still have up to $5200 dollars 
in approved donation funds to distribute before the next meeting. 
Good Job, Marines. 

The Budget and Finance committee met once in November with 
another meeting to take place this month. We agreed to increase our 
donation to Gunny Claus to $1,000 and the check for $800 has been 
sent. Another item is a form we developed to standardize and sim-
plify the process of considering events or fund raisers to be recom-
mended to the staff and membership.  You will find the form titled 
“Proposal for Event” on our website on the “Links & Docs” page. If 
you want the detachment to consider an idea for an event or fund 
raiser, please fill out the form and send it to one of the committee 
members – John Staley, Suellen Beaulieu, Jim Semmens or Carlos 
Cid. 

One other item of note for everyone is a new “Membership Applica-
tion” form that is also on the “Links & Docs” page.  This form or the 
one in the “Semper Fi” magazine are the only applications that will 
be accepted by the MCL from this point on. So, if you have others, 
please discard them and print new ones 
from our website.  

This snapshot lists other documents that 
are on the website: 

Check out them to find the ones you may 
need in the future.  If there are others 
that should be there let me know. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard Patrick, Paymaster 
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On  Assignment Marines! 

I would just like to start by thanking all who 

continue to support our Country, Corps and Commandant; in the 

many efforts we are tasked in doing our part to make this commu-

nity a better one!   

November was a busy month.  I can hardly believe I survived it! 

I would like to extend a special “Thank You” to Marine Ed Roma-

noski!  Though he was unable to attend this year’s Birthday Ball, 

Ed Coordinated All roles in the ceremony and was in attendance at 

every practice to ensure our roles were “idiot=Proof” and ran flaw-

lessly.  Many thanks to all staffers who participated in this great 

event and also to those in attendance, in which we enjoyed the 

fellowship throughout the night! 

 The following weekend ushered in our Young Marines Recruit 

Encampment.  To be brutally honest, Tyrone Ashe and I almost 

died out there!  I thought I was once again drafted in our beloved 

Marine Corps “Cold Weather Training”!  Mount Olive’s Pickle 

Froze and the Skuce’s farm was a bone chilling 17 degrees all 

weekend!  It was a simulation of our heroic Marines journey 

through the “Frozen – Chosen” Reservoir!  12 Frozen little pickles 

(Young Marine Recruits) braved the rough conditions and sur-

vived the Crucible.  It was a warm and welcome sight to have 

Commandant Dilday, DVC Staley, Past Commandant Beaulieu 

and DoNC Sr. Vice Commandant Jeff Jones stop in for Saturday 

 

Sr. Vice Commandant’s  MessageSr. Vice Commandant’s  MessageSr. Vice Commandant’s  Message   
Andrew BlizzardAndrew BlizzardAndrew Blizzard   

Detachment Activities  

morning’s Flag Ceremony.  It was equally heartbreaking to also 

watch them drive away in a warm heated vehicle. 

Many thanks to all who were able to make it out to the Recruit 

Graduation.  You Marines are Always a big hit with the kids!  

My last 

assignment 

ended the 

month with 

a much 

warmer and 

relaxing 

outing with the Young Marine Color Guard, as the Charlotte Hor-

nets requested our Capital City Young Marines 

to honor our country  and serve their organiza-

tion by presenting the 

colors at Game 9! In 

every encounter with 

these kids, they never 

cease to amaze me 

with their mannerisms, 

professionalism and 

willingness to please and represent our Corps! 

As you can see from the last photo with the 

Hornet Cheerleader, They Are True Marines!!! 

Thank you All for doing the Great works each and every day, to 

make our Community and Corps a better one! 

"Be polite, be professional, but have a plan to kill everybody you 

meet." General James Mathis 

Semper Fidelis Marines! 

Pistol raffle winner, Bob Fowler from Garner , NC 

receiving the pistol from Marines Earl Linthicom and 

Richard Patrick at Gun’s and Gold in Fuquay. 

Marine and Eagle Scout Frank Mansfield, 

Commandant Dilday and Marine Staley pre-

sented the Good Citizenship Award from 

the MCL to new Eagle Scouts Dan Gretsch, 

Owen Pickard and David Shaw at their 

court of honor in Cary. 
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Detachment Activities 
 

 

 

Frank Mansfield and Joe Zaytoun receive recognition at the PC Arena on 

10Nov2014 as WWII veterans.  Present also were Juan Munoz, Andrew 

Blizzard, Russ Oliver, Bruce Goeden and John Dilday.  Ed Romanowski, 

Earl Linchicom, Anna Munoz, Sharon Blizzard and Gayle Dilday  were 

also present 

Commandant John Dilday, Sr Vice Commandant 
Andrew Blizzard and DVC and Dept Chief of Staff 
John Staley attended the Cary High School Drill 
event on 10Nov2014.  Here pictured with Wes 
Feight and staff members. 

Marine James Semmens representing the MCL  Tar Heel Detachment pre-
sents the NCO Sword to the top recruiter in the Raleigh area at the Recruit-
ers’ Marine Corps Birthday Ball on 8Nov2014  

Seven detachment Marines attended the Young 
Marines Graduation ceremony. Pictured above 
are:  Marines Semmens, Jones, Atkinson, Dilday 
and Staley.  



 

 

Jr. Vice Commandant’s  Jr. Vice Commandant’s  Jr. Vice Commandant’s     
MessageMessageMessage   

Bruce GoedenBruce GoedenBruce Goeden   
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D 
ecember is here Christmas is 

knocking at our Doors, 

Toys4Tots, Parties Galore 

Merry Christmas to All of you and Your 

Families Too!!!!! 

The following is an incomplete history of 

our relationship with Muslims and How the 

term 'Leatherneck' came to be … Thanks 

To Len D.! 

 

Most Americans are unaware that over two 

hundred years ago, the United States De-

clared war on Islam, and Thomas Jefferson 

led the charge! 

 

In the eighteenth century, Muslim pirates 

attacked every ship in sight, and held the 

crews for ransoms. Those hostages were 

subjected to barbaric treatment and wrote 

heart breaking letters home, begging the 

government and their families to pay what-

ever their captors demanded. These extor-

tionists of the high seas represented the Pi-

rates of the Barbary Coast.   

In1784, 17 years before Jefferson became 

President, he was America's Minister to 

France. The U.S. Congress sought to ap-

pease its Muslim adversaries by following 

European nations who paid bribes rather 

than engage in war. 

 

In July 1785, Pirates captured American 

ships, and demanded a ransom of $60,000. 

It was a case of extortion, and Thomas Jef-

ferson was opposed. He proposed to Con-

gress the formation of allied nations joining 

together to force them into peace. A disinter-

ested Congress decided to pay the ransom. 

 

In 1786, Jefferson and Adams met with Tripoli's 

ambassador and asked why his nation attacked 

American ships, enslaved US Citizens and hold 

hostility towards  the U.S. Then Ambassador 

Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman Adja stated that, Islam 

"Is founded on the Laws of their Prophet, and 

written in the Quran, that all nations who do not 

acknowledged their authority were sinners, and 

is Islams right and duty to make war upon those 

and make slaves of all Prisoners. This was pre-

meditated violence on non-Muslim Nations, G. 

Washington stated it was wrong and would em-

bolden the enemy,  

 In 1801 Jefferson became our third U.S. Presi-

dent.  The Pasha of Tripoli sent him a note de-

manding the immediate payment of $225,000 

plus $25,000 a year.  Jefferson let the Pasha 

know what he could do with his demand.  The 

Pasha declared war on the U.S!  Jefferson, who 

was against a naval force beyond coastal de-

fense, decided it was finally time to meet force 

with force.  He dispatched a squadron of frig-

ates to the Mediterranean and when Congress 

justified the War of the Barbary Coast, he was 

taught a lesson. 

 When other counties saw American no longer 

showed cowardice and both has the will and the 

might to strike back using the bravery of the 

U.S. Marine Corps. The line "To The Shores of 

Tripoli" was added to the Marines Hymn. They 

would forever more be known as 

"Leathernecks" for the leather collars of their 

uniforms, designed to prevent their heads from 

being cut off by the Muslim scimitars when 

boarding enemy ships.  

Any doubts, just Google Thomas Jefferson vs 

the Muslim World 

Jr Vic Bruce Goeden 

ymsdibg@yahoo.com   
 



 

 

 

Detachment Supports the Capitol  City Young Marines 
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The Capitol City Young Marines held their 2014 winter en-

campment at Marine John Skuce and Joyce Hatch place in 

Mount Olive, NC.  It was really cold.  Several detachment 

members were present for all or some of the activities.  Com-

mandant Dilday, Marines Staley, Beaulieu, Jones were there for 

Saturday morning colors.  Marines Blizzard and Ashe and As-

sociate member Smith were there for the duration.  The Young 

Marines braved 17 degree mornings.  A great time was had by 

all.  It was good to see Marine John Skuce and Joyce.  Thanks 

for hosting the YM! 
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Detachment Christmas Party 
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Detachment Christmas Party 
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Birthdays Italic  

Semper Fi ‘Til the Day I Die 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

New 

Year’s Day 

Jim Mills 

2 
 

3 
 

4 

 
5 
Andrew 

Jones 
 

6 
 

7 
Det Mtg 

8 
Jim Niver 

9 
Lee Cox 

10 
George 

Steenson 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Nate 

Griffin 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Pistol 

Shoot 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 

 

26 
Andy 

Finlay-

son 

27 28 29 30 
 

31 

JANUARY 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 

Det 

Christmas 

Party 

 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 Harry 
Schweitzer 
 

13 
Christmas 
Wreaths 

14 
 

15 
Bob Blum 

16 
 

17 
Pistol 

Shoot 
 

18 
 

19 
Ed 
Maldona-
do 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
Ed  
Parungo 

24 
 

25 
Christ-
mas 

26 
George 
Kendley 

27 
 

28 29 30 
 

31 
New 
Year’s 
Eve 

   

DECEMBER 2014 


